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Questions about participation and participatory governance are 

at the cutting edge of development theory. This book provides 

a cross-disciplinary perspective on participation and governance issues 

in regional development – processes now regarded as essential for 

sustainable regional development. An exploration of current trends toward 

increased citizen participation in development decision-making and 

the establishment of governance structures to facilitate participation is 

included. The book focuses on how the concept of participation is playing 

an increasingly important role in all aspects of regional development 

theory, policy, and practice.  

Participation and Governance in Regional Development brings together 

a group of respected social researchers from across Australia to consider 

these issues. The book brings the Australian experience to the global 

debate and places Australian regional development experiences within 

their broader international context.
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Sue Kilpatrick and Helen Bound. Managing National Resources: Participation and the governance of natural resources, Robyn Eversole and 
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‘This collection explores some of the most important issues facing Australia 

and most other countries around the globe – that is, how to deliver benefits 

to rural citizens and to the environment, while ensuring that marginalized 

and excluded groups are enrolled in decision-making. This is essential 

reading for those seeking both to understand emerging regional forms of 

governance and to assess the ability of the new arrangements to deliver 

more sustainable outcomes for non-metropolitan areas.’  

Professor Geoffrey Lawrence, University of Queensland, Australia

‘This collection provides an invaluable source of up-to-date information, 

and lots of intellectual stimulation for all those with an interest in regional 

participation and governance. Contributors represent a wide range of 

disciplinary approaches and include Australia’s leading academics in this 

field.’ 

Emeritus Professor Lois Bryson, Director, Research Centre  

for Gender and Health, University of Newcastle, Australia
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